
Villa Siena Views
Sponsored by the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul

communityOUR

in action
SUMMER • FALL 2021

The United Way 
VILLA SIENA’S RESIDENT
COUNCIL CO-PRESIDENTS 

Joan Galli & Kay Wilson
As is custom at Villa Siena, residents gather monthly to share any 
comments or concerns with the staff. Due to the pandemic, all 
programming had to be put on hold. Residents interacted individually with 
staff to address any comments or concerns during that time. Recently, 
as COVID precautions began to lift, soon came the return of activity 
programming, including Resident Council meetings.  In the meeting, 
residents are represented by an individual, or partnership, known as the 
Resident Council Chairperson. With nominations by their fellow residents, 
we’d like to introduce you to two residents who will serve united as 
Resident Council Chairmen. Get to know Joan Galli and Kay Wilson. They 
are looking forward to representing the residents of Villa Siena.

       MORE ON PAGE 2

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE:

The 10th annual Villa 
Siena Bocce Ball 
tournament was held 
at Campo di Bocce on 
June 21, 2021      
MORE ON PAGE 3

A few words from 
Corine Bernard our 
Executive Director at 
Villa Siena   
  
MORE ON PAGE 5

We have a lot of 
exciting staff news 
at Villa Siena. A new 
baby, and new staff 
members, and more…. 
MORE ON PAGE 7

VILLA SIENA FOUNDATION
INVITES YOU TO

“A Night at the OK Corral” 

In the courtyard at Villa Siena
Saturday, September, 18, 2021
6:00pm to 9:00pm Consider 
being a sponsor.   

          MORE ON PAGE 4 

SAVE THE DATE!



Get to know me: Kay Wilson, resident since January 2020 
I grew up in Olympia, Washington and began attending the University of Washington, 
Seattle in 1952. My husband Don and I lived several places before settling in Florence, 
Oregon for 18 years. After my husband passed away in 2018, I spent the next year and 
a half looking for places to live in California, closer to my two daughters. After much 
research and several visits to different places in the area, I found Villa Siena. It felt 
peaceful, charming, and inviting.
I moved in on January 22, 2020. Unfortunately, I did not experience how wonderful and 
fun it could be here because a month and a half later, COVID shut us down and locked 
us in. It made the transition a lot harder, of course. Even under normal circumstances, it 
takes a while to get over losing your home, friends, and the local church, as well as still 
feeling the greater loss – my husband.
I am thankful to be here. As things open up, I will get more acquainted with my 
neighbors, feel more at home and at peace. The staff here is the best and we are 
cared for in a personal and loving way.

Resident Council:  As a resident council co-chairman, I hope to help the residents with their problems or concerns, bringing 
it to the staff’s attention, while maintaining anonymity. 

Get to know me: Joan Galli, Resident since October 2019
I grew up on a farm in Iowa. I had two brothers and I was the middle child. I attended 
Catholic Boarding schools throughout High School and College, where I eventually met 
my future husband, Oscar… I didn’t have to go to Hollywood for my Oscar.  We were 
engaged for two years while he served in the Army, serving one year in Korea. I stayed 
busy teaching Grammar School and thoroughly enjoyed it. 
After we were married, we lived in a suburb of Chicago. We were blessed with two 
children, a son and a daughter.   We lost our daughter to pneumonia at the age of 
two.   It was heartbreaking!   In 1969, Oscar was transferred to sunny California where 
we settled.  God blessed us with two more sons.  I received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
in 1971, and my life has never been the same since.   In 1991, Oscar went to his Eternal 
Home after a six-week bout with pancreatic cancer.
My book, “Unless You Become as A Little Child,” was published in 2005. I lived in our Los 
Altos home for fifty years before moving to Villa Siena in 2019. If I couldn’t be home, 
Villa Siena was the next best place. Once I settled in, I found a box of over six hundred 
letters that Oscar had written during his years in service. What a treasure!  Many years 

ago, my mother-in-law lived here shortly before she passed away. For several years, I volunteered here, serving residents in 
the dining room. I have always had a heart for this place and today I am a Happy Camper! 

Resident Council:  As a resident council co-chairman, I will be available to hear resident concerns and encourage 
everyone to get involved with many activities Villa Siena has to offer.

Resident Council Co-Presidents
Kay Wilson & Joan Galli 
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Bocce Ball Success
10th Annual Bocce Ball 
Tournament Was A Big Success!
Congratulations to the winning team the” Bocce Ballers”.  First place 
team members included: Neal and Sara Callahan; Karen and Robb 
Hermanson, Gus Callahan, and Kelsey McLeod.

We had an amazing ticket pre-sale for our cash raffle, and also had 
5 great event night raffle prizes.  Thank you to all who helped sponsor 
and who donated to both raffles.  Our Big Lucky number game was a 
big hit again this year. Many thanks to all the volunteers who made the 
Bocce evening a huge success, without all of you we could not have 
had such a successful tournament.  

We have already secured our next year’s Bocce Ball Tournament 
scheduled for June 6, 2022 at Campo di Bocce in Los Gatos.  Please 
mark your Calendars.  Look for details in our next issue of the Villa Siena 
News and on our web site at www.villa-siena.org.  Don’t miss out on 
the fun.

We are grateful for our 
wonderful Sponsors and 
supporters who provided 
much appreciated financial 
support for the event:

*GOLD SPONSORS*
Heritage Bank of Commerce

Dave Beronio in Memory of

Evelyn Beronio Koenig

Brian & Anne Kearney

*CASH RAFFLE SPONSOR*
Brian & Anne Kearney

*EVENT NIGHT RAFFLE SPONSOR*
Young, Craig & Co., CPA’s

*BIG GAME & PRIZE SPONSOR*
AHA Auxilio-Home Aide, LLC

*BOCCE COURT SPONSORS*
Neal & Sara Callahan

Cusimano Family Colonial Mortuary

Seasons Hospice

Gilmore & Associates

*SUPPORTERS*
Barbara Bugatto

Dr. & Mrs. Kerry Kravitz

Ann Liebmann

Spangler Mortuaries

Gary & Josephine Matsushita

Dr. & Mrs. Fernando Ponce

Edmund & Diane Rhein

Thank You!

1ST PLACE TEAM: 
Bocce Ballers

2ND PLACE TEAM: 
Rotary Club Rollers of Mountain View

3RD Place Team:
Heritage Bank of Commerce

Dave Beronio

4TH Place Team:
AHA Auxilio-Home Aide
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What would you say to the greatest generation, if you had to 
tell them to stop all group activities, social gatherings, family 
visits, and so forth? What can you say? All we can say now is, 

we wouldn’t be where we are today if it weren’t for the dedication and 
patience of our residents and staff.

Throughout the pandemic, residents did their best to stay connected with 
family through phone calls and video communication. With no group 
activities, residents kept themselves active with independent programs 
such as walking in the courtyard, word puzzles, reading, watching 
television, and other games. 

Late into the pandemic, as guidance allowed, we gradually resumed 
some group programming with the use of facial coverings and social distancing. Windows and doors were opened 
to allow better air circulation and some activities were held completely outdoors. Residents were also delighted to 
resume social dining with the same precautions.

Now that 99% of our residents and staff are fully vaccinated, it was time get back in the swing of things. Activities 
and social gatherings resumed regularly, including mass for our residents. Practicing faith in gatherings was of 
high importance to our community. Residents were excited that daily mass in our chapel resumed, and they 
were delighted to be able to receive communion again. Residents are enjoying a full day’s schedule of activity 
programming. Most mornings include exercise, sing-a-longs, or bingo. Most afternoons are filled with trivia, socials, 
movies, group discussion, and more. We were also delighted to bring back live music entertainment. Favored 
performers were invited to entertain our residents out in the courtyard. It was a beautiful sight and sound to hear 
music and the residents singing again. To further enjoy the warm weather, our Picnics on the Patio resumed as well. 
Residents have since enjoyed the occasional outdoor dining experience and will continue to look forward to them as 
the warm weather allows.

The greatest sight to see is the return of family visiting Villa Siena. Throughout the pandemic, accommodations were 
made for residents to visit with their family members. Residents took part in visiting family outside, socially distanced 
across a gate, or socially distanced across a plastic partition. As guidance allowed, family visits have since resumed 
at the Villa, restoring the in-person connection that no electronic device could fulfill.

As guidance continues to allow, we are certainly thrilled to bring life back to the Villa through group programming 
and social gatherings. We remain vigilant throughout these times as we build upon to the social revival of Villa Siena. 
As stated previously, we acknowledge that we would not be here today if it weren’t for the tremendous efforts and 
patience of our residents, their families, and our staff.

Activities are back in full swing!
And we’re back!
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A Word from our Executive Director:
Corine Bernard

What an interesting year we have had!  I am so proud of the staff and residents who have done an exceptional 
job of keeping everyone safe and healthy during these difficult times.  We are one of only a handful of facilities 
in all of California who have not experienced a COVID outbreak and have 99% of all of our residents and staff 
vaccinated.  Also, a special “Thank You” to our family members who have been very supportive and patient 
during this past year, we know it has been hard having limited quality time with your loved ones.  We continue 
to abide by the many restrictions placed upon us as a healthcare provider and look forward to the day when 
we can return to our normal way of life at Villa Siena.  

As with so many other businesses, we are in need of a few additional staff members to complete our team.  If 
you know of anyone who is interested in nursing, dietary or housekeeping, please send them our way.  We do 
have competitive wages and fully paid benefits.  

Again, I would like to thank everyone for their hard work and patience.  We are blessed to have such a 
wonderful, dedicated team.

Corine Bernard, NHA, CDAL

“Together, we can do great things”
MOTHER TERESA

ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE: 
Donate Your Car To The Villa Siena Foundation

Proceeds benefit Villa Siena Senior Living 
Community.  Go to our webpage at  
www.villa-siena.org, and click on “Donate” 
then choose “Donate a Vehicle”

You can choose the following options:  
•  Call 1-888-500-7433 (RIDE) 
•  Donate online
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Heritage Society & Founders Circle 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions on gatherings we were unable to hold our 
annual Heritage Society & Founders Circle reception.   We would like to 
thank our members who support Villa Siena either by making planned 
gifts (wills, trust, and other estate gifts) or who have contributed $1,000 
or more annually to the Villa Siena Foundation.  

Marketing Update…. 
As the Covid-19 restrictions have allowed us to 
fully open we are now able to give tours of our 
beautiful facility.  If you would like to schedule a 
tour please contact Justin Bernard at 650-318-5814 
or email at jbernard@villa-siena.org.  We currently 
have availability and are taking applications.  
Please visit our website at www.villa-siena.org for 
more information.

Villa Vignettes

Save the date!

Our Fall Fundraiser scheduled for Saturday, September 18, 
2021.  “A Night at the OK Corral.”  Will be held in the courtyard 
at Villa Siena.  Information and registration forms will be posted 
on our website starting August at www.villa-siena.org or call the 
Foundation office at 650-318-5813
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Welcome Baby! 
“A baby is a blessing. A gift from Heaven  above, a precious little angel to cherish  

and love.”  

Justin (Marketing) & Amanda Bernard welcomed their first child Oliver James 

Bernard on July 8, 2021.  He was born at 5:12pm and weighed 7lb 3oz and was 21 

in. long.  Oliver James is now 1 month old and is their bundle of joy.

Staff Highlights

Meet our new Nurse 
I finished my Bachelor of Science in Nursing in the Philippines in March of 1991.  I 

immigrated to San Jose, CA from the Philippines in 1994.  I met my husband in 

1999, and I currently have a step daughter and two fur babies.  I challenged the 

LVN Board in 2000 and received my license that same year.  I have 21 years of 

work experience as an LVN. 

I came to work at Villa Siena in July 2021.  I found that most of the people at Villa 

Siena are friendly and compassionate.  The staff is professional and works as a 

team.  I hope to work at Villa Siena for many years to come.
Teresita  Diaz

Meet our new Activity Member 
Before coming to Villa Siena, I worked 8 years as a subcontract employee 

supporting various construction projects throughout the Bay Area. I also had 

the opportunity to work for non-profit organizations for clients with impaired 

disabilities. I have circled back to where I originally started and that is serving 

the elderly population.  What attracted me to Villa Siena is the sense of 

kindness, belonging, found friendships, and community.  

 I have an Activities Director certificate from DeAnza College. I graduated in 

2018 with a BA in Management with a concentration in Human Resources.  

Currently I am working towards a master’s degree in Health Care Management.  

On my days off you will find me hiking in the woods on the Peninsula or 

spending time with family and friends.  

Eleanor Dwyer

Villa Siena is currently hiring for the following positions:  
CNA, Housekeeping, and Dietary please contact our human resources for information at 650-318-5806 or 

email bromo@villa-siena.org.



VILLA SIENA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Sr. Judith Lynn Gardenhire, D.C. (Chari)

A.T. “Mike” Paioni (Vice Chair)

Neal Callahan

Sr. Patricia Geoghegan, D.C.

Sr. Margaret McDonnell, D.C.

Steve Newton

Sr. Judith Schomisch, D.C.

Mike Speckman

Dennis Young

Corine Bernard, Executive Director

VILLA SIENA FOUNDATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Anne Kearney (Chair)

Sherri Cusimano (Vice Chair)

Nancy Claunch (Secretary/Treasurer)

Sr. Jean Marie Williams, D.C.

Carol Paulson

Corine Bernard

VILLA SIENA’S VISION, MISSION AND VALUES 
OUR VISION:
Inspired by the compassionate healing ministry of Jesus Christ 
and the mission of the Catholic Church to promote dignity 
and justice for all people of God, Villa Siena is a values-
driven residential and skilled nursing care facility whose 
administration, employees and collaborators strive to advance 
the Mission through idea, influence and action.  As a Daughter 
of Charity sponsored ministry, we are faithful to the tradition 
of service established by our founders, St. Vincent de Paul, St. 
Louise De Marillac and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

OUR MISSION IS TO:
• Make a positive difference in the life and human 

development of individuals and communities.
• Serve the spiritual, physical, social and emotional needs of 

seniors in a spirit of humility, simplicity and charity.
• Create an atmosphere of hospitality involvement and 

concern for our residents, their families and our employees 
and volunteers. 

OUR CORE VALUES:
The Charity of Christ urges us to:
• Respect, quality service, simplicity, advocacy for the poor, 

and inventiveness to infinity.

Contributing writers, editors, and photographers:
Corine Bernard, Jeffrey Cortez, Monique Flores

Villa Siena Views is 
published by the Villa 
Siena Foundation.  Villa 
Siena, a residential 
care home and skilled 
nursing facility for the 
elderly founded in 1965, 
is operated by the 
Daughters of Charity 
of St. Vincent de Paul, 
Province of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton.

Licensed by
State of California
RCFE #430708114
SNF #220000432
Phone 650-961-6484

Villa Siena Foundation
1855 Miramonte Avenue 
Mountain View, CA 94040
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