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Long Journey  
Home
Dinka Velcich, resident of Villa Siena
Albert Einstein once said: “There are only two ways to live your life. One 
is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a 
miracle.” Dinka Velcich has lived life according to the latter, and her 
remarkable journey that began on a sparsely populated island in the 
Adriatic Sea has been nothing short of miraculous.

Dinka was born in July of 1924 in the village of Predoscica on the island of 
Cres. Cres had been acquired by Italy following World War I after roughly 
one-hundred years of Austrian rule. Dinka was the youngest of five children 
born to Francesco and Antonia Velcich. Her sister Antica was the firstborn, 
while brothers Francesco, Giuseppe, and Giovanni soon followed. Dinka’s 
father was an accomplished handyman who had built their family home, 
so masterfully, in fact, that the dwelling still stands to this day. Predoscica 
was a village without electricity, running water, or automobiles.
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“Childhood was made up of two things,” said Dinka. “There was work and 
there was play.” Play consisted of making structures out of rocks as the terrain 
in Predoscica was littered with them. Villagers would also gather and dance to 
accordion music performed by local musicians. Work encompassed a wide range 
of duties such as tending to the farm animals and caring for the crops. “We had 
sheep, chickens, pigs, and horses,” Dinka recalled. The family cultivated potatoes, 
corn, grapes, and olives. They even delved into cheese making from their sheep’s 
milk. Dinka’s mother and sister would cook and send her out into the village to 
bring food and drink to the men working on job sites. It was a happy childhood, 
yet one that was also defined by an ample amount of labor.

Dinka encountered hardship at the age of fourteen when she lost her mother 
Antonia to illness. “Everything changed after that,” Dinka acknowledged. Not long 
after Antonia’s passing, her three older brothers set off 

to serve in World War II, while Dinka and Antica assumed more prominent roles at home and on 
the family farm. 

As World War II came to an end, so too did Italy’s authority in Cres. In 1947, the island and the 
rest of the Istrian Peninsula were reassigned to communist Yugoslavia. Communists pressured 
Dinka to recognize their regime and identify herself as a Yugoslavian. When she refused, she 
was summarily jailed for her blatant defiance. Dinka considered herself Italian. Thankfully, her 
incarceration was short-lived.

Dinka first met Antonio “Tony” Velcich in her youth. The couple, who ironically shared the same 
surname, reconnected as young adults and made the decision to marry in 1951. Tony and 
Dinka were quickly blessed by the miracle of life as Maurice, Laura, and Tony Jr. were born in 
succession. The deliveries were managed by a midwife, and Dinka made sure Monsignor Joseph 
Bandera was on hand for each baptism. Nearly all the inhabitants on Cres were practicing 
Roman Catholics.  

Dinka’s brother Giuseppe “Joe” fled Cres after the war, having grown averse to both the politics 
on the island and the living conditions. Joe had settled in Northern California, and in the fall of 1967, he sponsored Dinka 
and her family as they began the emigration process themselves. Twenty-one days across the Atlantic aboard a ship 
named Klek may sound arduous to some, but it was the first time they had the luxury of running water or electricity. “It was 
great,” Dinka chuckled. They arrived in the New York Harbor, then spent ten days with Tony’s brother before leaving for San 
Francisco to reunite with Joe. They dropped their bags in San Rafael, a place they would call home until 1981.

Tony worked construction and Dinka was hired on at Romulus Italian Restaurant in San Rafael. There, she handled an 
assortment of assignments such as washing dishes and preparing recipes. Adapting to new customs and the English 
language was not easy, but a challenge the entire family was prepared for. Dinka eventually found work at Marin Laundry 
and Cleaners, and she spent many years there up until the time of her retirement. However, the longtime owners of Romulus 

never forgot Dinka’s personal recipe for Gnocchi, and would occasionally ask her to 
make it to be served as a special dish.

Dinka and her family never shied away from hard work. They saved and were able 
to purchase their first home, but they knew how to have fun as well. Dinka and Tony 
Sr. could often be spotted dancing at the Italian Club, or hosting parties at home 
for their friends and extended family. Faith had always played an important role in 
Dinka’s life, and when the Velcich family moved to nearby Novato; they became 
parishioners at Saint Anthony’s Catholic Church.  
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“Thank you for being a blessing in my life.”
Sr. William Eileen Dunn, D.C.

When I began my ministry here at Villa Siena in 2011, I was thrilled and 
excited to have the opportunity to serve our beloved residents and 
their families. Every day offered the opportunity to share and live the 

Mission and Vincentian Values of the Daughters of Charity.
Over the past 10 years I loved being a part of the wonderful 
family spirit of Villa Siena – a spirit evident in both the services 
rendered and the care for this lovely home environment.  I 
consider it to be one of the hallmarks of Villa Siena.  This 
family spirit is shown by the staff, priests, Auxiliary members, 
donors and volunteers, all of whom work together for the 
good of our residents. The residents there catch that spirit 

too and share it with one another.

Over the years the residents have shared with me an abundance of wisdom as 
well as great tips on how to age gracefully! They are, after all, the experts. I will 
always treasure the wonderful memories that Villa Siena has given me. 

I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, 
praying always with joy in my every prayer for all of you,  

Phil 1:3-4

Welcome Sr. Jean Marie Williams, D.C.

I am thankful for the opportunity to minister here at Villa Siena. Even as I step into 
the position held for so many years by Sister William Eileen, I know they are very 
“big shoes” to fill. 

Who am I? I am a Daughter of Charity for 34 years. I have ministered in Indiana, 
Alaska, Russia, New Mexico and now Villa Siena. My ministries have included 
parish work, liturgical music, clerical work, and now Mission and Spiritual Care.

I look forward to getting to know and serve you – the Villa Siena residents, their 
families, the staff, Auxiliary members, donors, and volunteers. I hope to absorb 
some of that wisdom of which Sister William Eileen wrote above and to build my 

own treasury of wonderful memories.  

Sr. William Eileen Dunn, D.C.

Sr. Jean Marie Williams, D.C.
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Technology has always been at the forefront of innovation. With the use of computers 
and cellular devices, we have the ability to connect with one another. And now, we 
have the ability to connect our community with technology. With regard to Leading 

Age California and their iNSPIRE Project, welcome iN2L. Known as “it’s Never 2 Late,” iN2L 
is a multimedia platform that provides person-centered engagement technology for 
seniors. Such engagements include games, exercise, classic movies, music, and more. 

The iN2L Mobile Flex Unit is an activity programmers dream on wheels. At the touch of a 
button, you can be a virtual travel guide to an abundant list of countries. You can learn 
about a location’s history, food culture, and watch travel videos. If a resident wanted 
to learn more about their hometown, the information is easily within reach. Our resident 
outings were put on hold due to the pandemic, but it couldn’t stop our residents from 
getting behind the wheel in our “virtual vehicle.” Residents have the opportunity to drive 
through the scenic routes of the mountains, the farm, or the lake. If virtual activities are 
of no interest, digital games like word puzzles, sing-a-longs, and classic TV episodes are 
always available. The Mobile Flex Unit can be used in group and individual settings.

The iN2L Tablet provides a more personal engagement for one on one or independent programming. Many of the 
same content on the Mobile Flex Unit are available on the tablets. Residents have their own user account, which 

allows for customization and preference for certain 
programming. Mazes and card games, for example, 
are available to promote healthy brain activity and 
relaxation/sensory videos are available for a more 
calming need. We have only scratched the surface 
of the library of content available to us. As iN2L 
continues to update their content on a regular basis, 
we look forward to the abundant use and integration 
throughout our community. All of this would not 
have been possible for us without the actions of our 
Executive Director Corine Bernard. We thank her for 
obtaining this grant-funded program, part of Leading 
Age California and their iNSPIRE Project.

On The Edge of Technology

Margaret S. enjoys the adorable 
slideshows of animals.

Mary Bokinskie takes the 
virtual vehicle for a drive 
through the farm town.

Dinka has considered several places home along her journey. She came to Villa Siena in August of 2018, and the moment 
she reached the lobby, she immediately felt as though she was home once more. “It was clean, the people were friendly, 
and I could sense the presence of God,” she explained. Dinka has a gift for making other people feel special. Her smile 
alone can lift spirits, her knitting ability is second to none, and in recent times, she has taught herself to be tech savvy in 
order to virtually connect with loved ones. 

Dinka is caring and generous, and her selfless nature is evident in even the briefest of interactions. She cherishes every 
moment spent with her children, and is proud to be a source of inspiration to her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Happiness is inevitable when a person remains focused on the gifts they can share as opposed to the things they desire. It 
would be fair to say Dinka Velcich has led an extraordinarily happy life.

Long Journey Home (continued)
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Thank You
to our Villa Siena Foundation Donors!
We are truly thankful for all the individuals, business, and organizations that supported our ongoing mission of 
the Villa Siena Foundation during 2020.  We will remember your generosity in our prayers during the year.

“We are totally overwhelmed by your 
generosity and faithful support of our Villa 
Siena residents through your gifts to our 
Christmas Appeal.  As you can imagine, the 
pandemic has presented many challenges 
to our fundraising but with your help we are 
happy to share that we have surpassed 
our goal for the Christmas Appeal.  Your 
kindness and remembrance of our Residents 
assures them that they will never have to 
worry about having to leave Villa Siena 
because their personal resources become 
depleted.  Thank you! Thank you! Thank You!  
 
Know that you and your loved ones are 
remembered in the prayers of the Daughters 
of Charity.  May the year 2021 be filled with 
God’s choicest blessings.”

SR. JUDITH LYNN GARDENHIRE, D.C.
Chair, Villa Siena Board of Directors

“Your generosity and support, especially 
during these most difficult times, continues 
to give the residents and their families’ 
peace of mind and security knowing that 
no matter their financial situation, they will 
always have a home.

Villa Siena is truly a blessing and because of 
you, and your altruistic spirit, it will continue 
to flourish in its ministry of providing physical, 
emotional and spiritual nourishment to the 
residents.

On behalf of the Villa Siena Foundation 
Board of Directors – Thank you, Thank you,
Thank you!”

ANNE KEARNEY
Chair, Villa Siena Foundation  
Board of Directors

A complete listing of all our donors is posted on our Villa Siena website.
Members of the Heritage Society and Founders’ Circle are also listed on our Donor Wall.

www.villa-siena.org

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR FUNDRAISING EVENT
Villa Siena’s 10th annual Bocce Ball Tournament will be on June 21, 2021 at 
Campo di Bocce in Los Gatos.  Information will be posted on our website 
starting April at www.villa-siena.org or call the Foundation office at 650-318-
5813 to reserve your spot.

Stay tuned for more information on our Fall Fundraiser scheduled for Saturday, 
September 18, 2021.  The theme of this year’s event will be “A Night at the OK 
Corral.”   
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On Site Exercise Program 
Villa Siena is now offering an onsite 1-on-1 exercise program tailored 
to each resident’s individual needs to compliment our group exercise 
and balance classes. The exercise program is multi-faceted in regards 
to improving strength, balance, power, and range of motion to help 
maintain mobility and increase confidence when performing day to 
day activities. Along with individual programming, our goal is also to 
assess physical strengths and weaknesses as well as environmental 
safety to decrease fall risk throughout the facility. We also work hand in 
hand with any physical or occupational therapists coming for specific 
needs to ensure resident compliance in between appointments. For 
more information regarding the program please email Hayley Bernard 
at hbernard@villa-siena.org.

Heroes of the COVID-19 Battle! 
Villa Siena has done a fantastic job of staying safe during 
this pandemic.  They have avoided outbreaks and 98% 
of the Staff and Residents have been vaccinated.  Since 
the beginning of COVID almost a year ago, we have 
only had a few staff and residents test positive and each 
time, an outbreak was avoided.  This accomplishment 
could not have been achieved without Villa Siena’s 
amazing Staff and Residents.  Villa Siena is truly home to 
heroes of the COVID-19 Battle.

Leave a legacy in sponsoring a memorial brick or bench in honor or in 
memory of a loved one.

Sponsorships are tax-
deductible and support 
the Villa Siena Foundation.
For more information, 
please visit our website: 
www.villa-siena.org

You may also contact:

Monique Flores, 
Development Assistant 
(650) 318-5813 

Engraved bricks are beautifully 
displayed near the fountain next to 
the St. Louise Chapel.  Inscribe the 
brick with wording of your choice. 
$500 per brick.

Benches are located throughout 
the peaceful grounds and 
courtyard at Villa Siena.  Inscribed 
bronze plates honor your loved 
one.  Costs vary depending on 
location of the bench.
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Happy Retirement, Scott! 
Scott Johnson, Director of Marketing and Development at Villa Siena, retired at 
the end of January. He worked at Villa Siena for close to a decade, initially joining 
the staff to direct the “Enriching Lives” capital campaign and then transitioning 
to his responsibilities in marketing and fund development. Scott speaks of his 
Villa Siena experience: “I consider it a wonderful blessing to finish my career of 
fundraising for nonprofit causes at The Villa. Villa Siena is unique among senior 
care communities, being driven by the Daughters of Charity mission. How thrilling 
it has been to be a part of the effort that enables Villa Siena residents to continue 
receiving compassionate care even after their financial resources are exhausted. 
I will miss everyone.”  Thank you Scott for being so dedicated and hardworking! 
Enjoy your retirement! 

Staff Highlights

Scott Johnson

Welcome back Hayley! 
Prior to leaving Villa Siena in September 2019, Hayley graduated with a B.S. in 
Kinesiology from Azusa Pacific University and was looking for ways to explore 
different parts of the Health and Fitness career field. She was given the 
opportunity to work for Anytime Fitness managing a single location in Morgan Hill, 
CA. she worked 6 months in club handling single unit operations before asked to 
move to multi-unit operations for 9 locations. Many great learning experiences 
came from the year she spent with Anytime Fitness, but it also made her realize 
how much she missed healthcare. As of November, she returned to Villa Siena 
with certifications as a Corrective Exercise Specialist, Senior Fitness Specialist, and 
Functional Aging Specialist to work 1-on-1 with residents to help them improve 
their physical capabilities and assist with fall prevention planning.

Hayley Bernard

Congratulations Justin! 
Justin Bernard has been promoted from activities coordinator to the new 
Marketing Director at Villa Siena.

Justin Bernard

ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE: 
Donate Your Car To The Villa Siena Foundation

Proceeds benefit Villa Siena Senior Living 
Community.  Go to our webpage at  
www.villa-siena.org, and click on “Donate” 
then choose “Donate a Vehicle”

You can choose the following options:  
•  Call 1-800-320-0476 
•  Donate online 
•  Print the downloadable form
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VILLA SIENA’S VISION, MISSION AND VALUES 
OUR VISION:
Inspired by the compassionate healing ministry of Jesus Christ 
and the mission of the Catholic Church to promote dignity 
and justice for all people of God, Villa Siena is a values-
driven residential and skilled nursing care facility whose 
administration, employees and collaborators strive to advance 
the Mission through idea, influence and action.  As a Daughter 
of Charity sponsored ministry, we are faithful to the tradition 
of service established by our founders, St. Vincent de Paul, St. 
Louise De Marillac and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

OUR MISSION IS TO:
• Make a positive difference in the life and human 

development of individuals and communities.
• Serve the spiritual, physical, social and emotional needs of 

seniors in a spirit of humility, simplicity and charity.
• Create an atmosphere of hospitality involvement and 

concern for our residents, their families and our employees 
and volunteers. 

OUR CORE VALUES:
The Charity of Christ urges us to:
• Respect, quality service, simplicity, advocacy for the poor, 

and inventiveness to infinity.
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